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Poblenou superblock was the 1st one implemented in 
‚Cerdà grid‘, in 2016. It started as a university pilot, with 
more than 100 architect students involved. After an initial 
loud neighbour, media and political opposition, the city 
council decided to keep it to explore possibilities of the 
new urban planning cell. The participatory process that 
came afterwards let the neighbours choose what they 
wanted for the new public space that had been won to 
cars: playgrounds, picnic tables, trees, sports places, 
vegetable garden… and step by step a new social life 
appeared in an area where it did not exist before. Since 
then Barcelona has been creating more Superblocks and 
now the project is scaling-up to ‚Superilla Barcelona‘.
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